Preliminary Amdt. Dated: September 15, 2003 

IN THE SPECIFICATION 

Please amend the specification as follows. On page 1, immediately after the title of the 

invention and before paragraph [001], please insert the following new paragraph: 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS 
This is a divisional application of co-pending parent application having U.S. Serial 

No. 09/845,758, filed April 30, 2001, the contents of which are hereby incorporated by reference. 

IN THE CLAIMS 

Claims 1 - 34 (Canceled). 

35. (Original) A system for recovering an embolic protection device which includes a 
guide wire and expandable filter disposed thereon, comprising: 

an inner catheter having a distal portion and a proximal end and being moveable 
along the guide wire; 

a control handle attached to the proximal end of the inner catheter; 

a recovery sheath having a distal end and a proximal end; and 

a control handle attached to the proximal end of the recovery sheath, wherein the 
inner catheter is capable of being loaded inside the recovery sheath with the distal portion of the 
inner catheter extending distally beyond the distal end of the recovery sheath when the inner 
catheter and recovery sheath are being advanced along the guide wire for placement in proximity 
to the expandable filter of the embolic protection device, the recovery sheath having sufficient 
column strength to collapse the expandable filter when advanced over the expandable filter. 
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36. (Original) The system of claim 35, wherein: 

the recovery sheath may be up to 15 centimeters shorter than the inner catheter. 

37. (Original) The system of claim 35, wherein: 

the recovery sheath has greater column strength than the inner catheter. 

38. (Original) The system of claim 35, wherein: 

the inner catheter has greater column strength than the recovery sheath. 

39. (Original) The system of claim 35, further including: 

a locking mechanism for locking the control handle of the inner catheter with the 
control handle of the recovery sheath, 

40. (Original) The system of claim 35, wherein: 

the control handle of the inner catheter can be locked with the control handle of 
the recovery sheath. 

41. (Original) The system of claim 35, wherein: 

the control handle of the inner catheter is coaxially disposed within a lumen of the 
control handle of the recovery sheath. 
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42. (Original) The system of claim 41, wherein: 

the control handle of the inner catheter can be locked with the control handle of 
the recovery sheath. 

43. (Original) The system of claim 42, wherein: 

the control handle of the inner catheter is movable relative to the control handle of 
the recovery sheath. 

44. (Original) The system of claim 35, further including: 
means for locking the inner catheter onto the guide wire, 

45. (Original) An embolic protection system, comprising: 
a guide wire having a distal end; 

an expandable filter located near the distal end of the guide wire; 

an inner catheter having a distal portion and a control handle located at a proximal 
end, wherein the inner catheter is capable of being introduced over the guide wire; and 

a recovery sheath having a distal end and a control handle located at a proximal 
end, wherein the inner catheter is capable of being loaded inside of a lumen of the recovery 
sheath, wherein the distal portion of the inner catheter extends distally beyond the distal end of 
recovery sheath when being advanced along the guide wire to retrieve the expandable filter, the 
recovery sheath having sufficient column strength to collapse the expandable filter when 
advanced over the expandable filter. 
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46. (Original) The system of claim 45, wherein: 

the recovery sheath may be up to 15 centimeters shorter than the inner catheter. 

47. (Original) The system of claim 45, wherein: 

the recovery sheath has greater column strength than the inner catheter. 

48. (Original) The system of claim 45, wherein: 

the inner catheter has greater column strength than the recovery sheath. 

49. (Original) The system of claim 45, further including: 

a locking mechanism for locking the control handle of the inner catheter with the 
control handle of the recovery sheath. 

50. (Original) The system of claim 45, wherein: 

the control handle of the inner catheter can be locked with the control handle of 
the recovery sheath. 

5 1 . (Original) The system of claim 45, wherein: 

the control handle of the inner catheter is coaxially disposed within a lumen of the 
control handle of the recovery sheath. 
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52. (Original) The system of claim 51, wherein: 

the control handle of the inner catheter can be locked with the control handle of 
the recovery sheath. 

53. (Original) The system of claim 52, wherein: 

the control handle of the inner catheter is movable relative to the control handle of 
the recovery sheath and further including means for locking the control handles together. 

54. (Original) A method of recovering an embolic protection device which includes a 
guide wire and an expandable filter from a body vessel, comprising: 

loading an inner catheter inside a recovery sheath, wherein the inner catheter has a 
distal portion which extends beyond the distal end of the recovery lumen; 

introducing the inner catheter and recovery sheath over the guide wire; 

advancing the distal end of the inner catheter to a position adjacent to the 
expanded filter; 

locking the inner catheter onto the guide wire; 

advancing the recovery sheath over the distal portion of the inner catheter and the 
expanded filter to collapse the expanded filter. 

55. (Original) The method of claim 54, further comprising: 

removing the recovery sheath, inner catheter, and embolic protection device from 
the body vessel. 
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56. (Original) The method of claim 54, wherein: 

the recovery sheath may be up to approximately 15 centimeters shorter than the 

inner catheter. 

57. (Original) The method of claim 54, wherein: 

the distal portion of the inner catheter may extend up to 10 centimeters beyond the 
distal end of the recovery sheath when being advanced over the guide wire. 

58. (Original) The method of claim 54, wherein: 

a control handle is located at the proximal end of the inner catheter and a control 
handle located at the proximal end of the recovery sheath. 

59. (Original) The method of claim 58, wherein: 

the control handle of the inner catheter can be locked to the control handle of the 
recovery sheath. 



60. (Original) The method of claim 54, wherein: 

after the distal end of the inner catheter is advanced to a position adjacent to the 
expanded filter, a torque control device is attached to the guide wire and placed in an abutting 
relationship with the proximal end of the inner catheter to lock the inner catheter onto the guide 
wire. 
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6 1 . (Original) The method of claim 58, wherein: 

after the distal end of the inner catheter is advanced to a position adjacent to the 
expanded filter, a torque control device is attached to the guide wire and placed in an abutting 
relationship with the control handle of the inner catheter to lock the inner catheter onto the guide 
wire. 

62. (Original) The method of claim 58, wherein: 

control handle of the recovery sheath is advanced distally to position the recovery 
sheath over the distal portion of the inner catheter and the expanded filter to collapse the 
expanded filter. 
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